Community Builder 1.2.3 Stable – Installations Guide

1 Introduction
This document describes the basic functionality and key features of the Joomla/Mambo Community Builder suite along with the basic steps a Joomla/Mambo website administrator should take to install the component and supporting modules. Throughout this document the use of CB will be used to denote the Community Builder.

1.1 What’s it all about
CB is a Joomla/Mambo component, which along with three additional modules and user list functionality, integrates with the Joomla/Mambo CMS extending its functionality. This extended functionality replaces and augments existing features of the default Joomla/Mambo installation in order to facilitate the creation and management of an online community on a Joomla/Mambo driven website.

The default Joomla/Mambo CMS user registration system does not provide the functionality necessary to properly support the creation and maintenance of an online community. The CB suite attempts (and hopefully succeeds) to address these matters and provides the basic building blocks to allow the Joomla/Mambo CMS administrators (and moderators) to attract, manage and increase their specific online community.

The current feature list of the CB suite, which is addressed in this document, includes:

· Ability to define additional fields associated with user profiles that are organized using tabs. Field definitions also allow pop-up tool-tip like help messages to be specified in order to assist front-end users during field completion.

· Tabs can be assigned/restricted to any Joomla/Mambo ACL groups (not just Public, Registered, Special).

· Tab template system available for tab presentation. Four predefined templates included. Ability to create your own tab template. Tab templates have their own css file (all tab templates share one css file).

· Ability to include one or more of five predefined tab component plugins. The currently available plugins are: Author tab, Forum tab (Kunena/Fireboard/SimpleBoard/JoomlaBoard), Blog tab (Mamboblog – left for legacy reasons), Connections tab and Newsletter tab (Yanc left for legacy reasons). In addition to the bundled plugins a number of CB Core Team plugins have been released for CB Documentation subscribers.

· Fourteen field types supported: checkbox, date, dropdown, Email Address, Editor Text Area, Text Area, Text Field, Radio Button, Web Address, multi-select drop-down, image, integer, multi-select checkbox and fields delimiter. Ajax text and file upload types are available for CB Documentation subscribers

· Ability to specify whether a field is optional or required, publicly viewable or not, required during registration or not. Privacy plugin available for CB Documentation subscribers allows website members to individually decide which of their fields are viewable and which private.

· Specification of which Joomla/Mambo User Groups are permitted to view user profiles. This feature is further extended using the commercial CBSubs™ paid subscriptions solution.

· Avatar gallery support along with the ability to allow users to upload their own image (to be displayed in their profile). Image moderation supported. Image resizing support via GD1, GD2, Imagemagick, NetPBM server installed applications.

· Extensive and flexible, fully configurable, registration process using a combination of email confirmation functionality, “Terms of Acceptance” verification, moderator notification email messages, personalized applicant pending approval and welcome email messages. Ability to integrate CB defined field data in workflow email messages.  Registration introductory html/text and registration conclusion html/text data may also be specified. All email messages are configurable via language strings.

· Ability to delegate specific registration approval and maintenance (image upload approval, banning of offensive profiles from public display) activities to moderators via a front-end access module. 

· Creation of user specific lists based on CB fields (e.g., directory listing, etc). Up to four columns may be specified for each list. Each column may contain one or more field values. List sorting options may be specified. A filter may also be placed on a list by either using the basic filter constructor tool or populating the expert filter field (WHERE clause of the list SQL select statement). Specific list group access rights may be specified.

· Private message system integration. UddeIM, JIM, Enhanced PMS, MyPM II (free version) and Professional version currently supported. New systems may be supported via plugin API framework (see Joomlapolis forums for 3PD plugins for other PMS components, e.g., MISSUS). UddeIM is recommended and the developer also has a support forum on Joomlapolis.

· All field values and parameters may accept _UE_ language strings.

· Language support via plugin framework (many language plugins have already been released). As of CB 1.2.2 the backend is also translatable.
